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Washington Is Selected 
For World Premiere of 
“Fighting Coast Guard” 


“Fighting Coast Guard,” a feature 
length motion picture concerning the 
Service during World War II produced by 
Republic Studios, will have its world 
premiere 26 April in Washington, D. C. 
Exhibitions will follow in major cities 
throughout the Nation. 

Full Coast Guard cooperation will be 
given each premiere through participa- 
tion in promotion, special events and 
ceremonies. The Coast Guard League 
and the Auxiliary have been requested to 
give assistance. 

Covering World War II action high- 
lights of the Coast Guard on convoy duty 
and spectacular invasion missions, the 
picture was directed by Joseph Kane. 
Starring roles are filled by Brian Don- 
levy, Forrest Tucker, and Ella Raines. 

Hundreds of Coast Guard and naval 
personnel appear in scenes filmed at 
Coronado and San Diego, Calif., and at 
the Coast Guard Academy, New London, 
Conn. Thrilling sequences were filmed 
aboard the famous bark-rigged training 
ship Eagle, with cameras 
hectic hours when a hurricane inter- 
rupted photographing schedules and 
chased the Hagle back to Boston from 
Gloucester, Mass. Many wartime shots 
also are included. 

LCDR Robert C..Cannom was assigned 
by the Service to work with the com- 
pany as technical advisor on the pro- 
duction. The studios also were given 
assistance by Capt. 8S. F. Gray, chief of 
public information. Capt. John Trebes, 


chronicling 


932561—51 





w w w 


Eleventh District commander, and RADM 
Joseph E. Stika, commander of the West- 
ern Area and Twelfth District, visited 
the studio and witnessed part of the 
shooting of the picture. 

Approximately 700 Coast Guard uni- 
forms for stars and principals in the 
cast were made by Republic Studios. 
Donlevy, Tucker, John Russell, William 
Murphy, and Richard Jaeckel had 12 
changes each, while other cast principals 
had from 4 to 6. 

Each of the five top principals has 
served in some branch of the Armed 
Forces. Donlevy went to Annapolis and 
served with the famous Lafayette Esca- 
drille in France during World War I. 
Tucker was an army lieutenant. Rus- 
sell served 2% years with the Marines 
and was in the Guadalcanal invasion. 
Jaeckel was in the Merchant Marine. 
Murphy was in the Navy for 2 years. 

“Fighting Coast Guard” is the first 
comprehensive film coverage of Service 
exploits during World War II. Republic 
Studios gave like coverage in another 
“first” for the Marines in “Sands of Iwo 
Jima.” 


Nonsparking Tools Are 
Expected to Cut Blasts 


Disturbed over the number of explo- 
sions of acetylene operated aids to navi- 
gation, Headquarters has arranged for 
the purchase of a “considerable” number 
of sets of nonsparking tools for distribu- 
tion to various bases and depots. 

The use of improper tools, that is, the 
failure to use nonsparking types, is one 
cause of explosions which frequently re- 
sult in injury or death to personnel. 
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Coast Guard Requesting 
$197,347,000 to Operate 
Service During Fiscal ’52 


The Coast Guard in February reported 
to Congress that its estimated expenses 
for the fiscal year ending 30 June 1952 
would be $197,347,000 under the annual 
appropriation action. 

This estimate is slightly higher than 
the 1951 allocation of $195,075,000 rep- 
resented in the regular appropriation 
and one supplemental appropriation. 

If any additional supplemental appro- 
priations are granted during the 1951 fis- 
cal year, items of a recurring nature 
necessarily would be carried forward into 
the 1952 fiscal year’s cost of operation. 
All estimates are subject to congressional 
approval, decrease or increase. 

In a general statement, the Coast 
Guard explained that its three primary 
duties of search and rescue, operation of 
aids to navigation and operation of ocean 
stations would be continued on about the 
same level or operation as in the preced- 
ing year. To this trio a fourth major 
duty, port security, has been added by 
the Magnuson Act of August 1950, and 
provision is made for the anticipated 
cost of its first full year’s operation. 

The new budget estimate is the result 
of decreases in some items and increases 
in others, although the over-all increase 
in the entire estimate is attributed to 
“indirect” expenses. For example, a to- 
tal of 9,586 enlistment contracts expire 
in 1952, compared to 4,676 in 1951, there- 
by necessitating an increase of $2,641,620 
for terminal leave, mileage on discharge, 
reenlistment allowances, recruiting ex- 
pense, recruit clothing and recruit travel. 

In another instance, to carry out the 
provisions of the Dependents’ Assistance 
Act of 1950, a new item of $4,319,460 
will be required next year. 
of $32,538 was asked .for an increase of 
24 in the average number of cadets at 
the Coast Guard Academy. These in- 
creases are partially offset by a decrease 
of $1,788,943 in the allocation for mainte- 
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nance of vessels. Nonrecurring items 
such as surveys or installations for 
which provision was made in the 1951 
budget consequently were dropped. 

Other economies resulted from a redue- 
tion in mustering-out payments, a reduc- 
tion in the number of lifeboat stations 
and savings on leases and supply pur- 
chases. 

In all, speeific reductions totaled 
$3,782,584. Additions, including an in- 
erease of $8,703,750 for port security, 
totaled $9,123,210. 

Estimated operating expenses were 
fixed at $162,700,000 as compared to the 
1951 allocation of $153,600,000. Of this 
total, $73,256,417 would be given to 
search, rescue and law enforcement for 
an increase of $62,112 over the preceding 
year. Operation of aids to navigation 
would cost $46,309,490, an increase of 
$956,868 represented entirely in indirect 
expenses. The cost of operating ocean 
stations would drop $218,980 to $20,134,- 
093, even though the indirect expense of 
this program climbed by $416,020. 

The port security program would re- 
ceive $23,000,000 for a full year’s opera- 
tion. This program was initiated in late 
1950 with a supplemental appropriation 
of $14,700,000 to round out the 1951 fiscal 
year. On the other hand, a total of 
$7,900,000 allocated to this program in 
the same supplemental appropriation for 
vessels, aviation and training facilities is 
eliminated in the 1952 request. 

Capital expense, as opposed to operat- 
ing expense and covered by the title of 
“acquisition, construction and improve- 
ment,” is estimated at $16,000,000 as com- 
pared to $24,900,000 this year. This sav- 
ings was helped by elimination of the 
above-mentioned $7,900,000 item for port 
security as well as reductions in lifeboat 
stations and shore support facilities. 

Retired pay for 1952 fiscal year is fixed 
at $16,647,00 as compared with $15,575,- 
000 in 1951. 

The Reserve training program, inaugu- 
rated last year at a cost of $1,000,000, 
would be allocated $2,000,000 in the com- 
ing fiscal year. 
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NEW UTILITY BOATS UNDERGO TRIALS ON CHESAPEAKE BAY 





This steel, 40-foot utility boat, one of four such design recently completed at the 
Coast Guard Yard for use in port security work, is tested in the Chesapeake. It is 
a twin-screw boat, powered witb 2 Diesel engines giving a speed in excess of 22 
knots. Three wooden boats of the same design do about 19 knots; one of these was 
sent to Sandy Hook LBS for tests under service conditions. Crew is two men and up. 


Service Volunteers Camp the office the next morning. A Bostonian 

ae was the No. 1 man in line, just ahead of 
In Snow Awaiting Call visitors from Somerville, Worcester, and 
Medford. About midnight the Customs 
House lobby was opened to them, and 
they spent the remainder of the night on 
the marble floor. 

A member of the group was appointed 
to supply a timed and numbered list of 
right of choice, rather than await serv- 4/1 arrivals for enlistment, thereby insur- 
ice. branch designation by draft boards, ing fair play. One prospect wandered in 
at 2 a. m., mistakenly thinking he had 


It was a case of “first come, first 
served” in Boston when a large group of 
youths from all sections of Massachu- 
setts literally slept in line to volunteer 
for Coast Guard service. 

Apparently determined to exercise their 


the youths were forced into a “sitdown” 
when the ability of the Coast Guard re- 
cruiters to process them reached the 
maximum effort. William Adkins, recently signed by the 

Many elected to stay on the Customs’ St. Louis Cardinals as a pitcher, and Ken 
House steps despite snow flurries in order Mirch, former St. Mary’s tackle, have 
to be in line for the 8 o’clock opening of joined the Coast Guard. 


“beat the gun.” 
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IT’S JUST A CASE OF ONE THING LEADING TO ANOTHER 


Officially, of course, this was intended to show that the Coast Guard Yard near 
Baltimore, Md., frequently has all the business it can handle, with two lightships, 


an auxiliary tug and a motor lifeboat in queue. 
name suggest some interesting possibilities for a Southern fried dinner. 


On the other hand, the lightships 
“Hens & 


Chickens” is in the First District; “Frying Pan” is assigned to the Fifth. 


Seattle Base Praised 
For Economy Measures 


“If mom can’t learn to economize 
around the house, send her out to the 
Seattle Coast Guard base to pick out some 
pointers,” was the advice given readers 
of a Seattle newspaper in a bylined news 
article. 

“The Coast Guard,” wrote the reporter, 
“which has no big money to throw 
around, really knows how to practice 
economy. Nothing goes to waste. Every- 
thing from heavy-duty anchors to sail 
needles is used until no longer salvage- 
able, then sold as junk. And the money 
goes back into the United States Treasury. 

“How refreshing,’ he continued, “in 
these dizzy days of staggering spending 





by the Government to find Coast Guard 
and civilian personnel diligently over- 
hauling batteries, repairing trucks and 
small boats, and, in many cases, making 
much of the gear to be used in the 
service.” 

The writer concluded with a descrip- 
tion of maintenance and repair work and 
a final paragraph concerning the place. 
ment of sharp spikes on buoy lanterns. 
“They’re to keep off seagulls,” he said, 
“but please don’t ask why.” 


When the mother of a Cape May re 
cruit died suddenly at Ocracoke, N. C., 
the Coast_Guard flew the young man from 
Norfolk to Elizabeth City by plane and 
then on to isolated Ocracoke by helicopter 
in time for him to attend services. 
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N{All Ex-Spars Are Urged 
To Attend 2d Reunion 
April 20-22 in New York 


All former Coast Guard women, officer 
and enlisted, throughout the Nation 
are receiving invitations—when correct 
names and addresses are known—to 
attend the second annual Spar Reunion 
20-22 April in New York City. 

A large and representative attendance 
is being urged by the Reunion committee, 
composed of 20 ex-Spars residing in the 
New York City area. Betty Laur Lambert 
is chairman. 

Theme of the Reunion will be “Women’s 
Place in Today’s World.” Speakers will 
be prominent persons active in women’s 
and Coast Guard affairs. Highlight of 
the reunion week end will be a party and 
dinner in the grand ballroom of the Hotel 
Astor. The business session will be sup- 
plemented by a full entertainment sched- 
ule, including radio and television tickets 
and sightseeing tours. The committee is 
offering to make necessary hotel reserva- 
tions when requested. 

All interested ex-Spars are asked to re- 
quest full information immediately by 
writing to SPAR Reunion Headquarters, 
Post Office Box 703, Church Street Station, 
New York 8, N. Y. 

The committee also is interested in 
obtaining advance data from Spars 
whose careers or Service experiences 
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n thei 4,607 Are Certified for 
scrip| 2 Cadet Examinations 
k and With approximately 6,200 young men 
place. making application to compete for 1951 
terns, appointments to the Coast Guard Acad- 
said,| °™Y- Headquarters announced 4,607 
were considered qualified to participate 
in the annual 2-day examinations 19-20 
February. The exams were held in 109 
ly Te} cities throughout the country. 
N. C,f An eligibility list will be set up on the 
from} basis of various examinations, written, 
e and# physical and otherwise, from which the 
opter ) new class of some 200 will be drawn. The 
best score, of course, leads the list and 
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appointments will be offered in the order 
of rating until the proper number of va- 
cancies are filled. 

The 1951 applications were far in ex- 
cess of any previous record. Approxi- 
mately 250 were received after the 15 
January deadline and thus became the 
first casualties. 

Appointments will be tendered in May, 
with the new cadet class reporting to the 
Academy early in July. 


Cooperation Sought in 
Reducing Chart Changes 


Because charting agencies have had to 
“stockpile” charts in unusually large 
quantities, thereby increasing the num- 
ber of “hand corrections” to keep the 
charts current until issue, the Coast 
Guard has decided to reduce the number 
of aid to navigation changes requiring 
chart corrections. 

Henceforth, requests for changes in 
aids requiring chart corrections will not 
be submitted for approval unless such 
changes are essential for the safety of 
navigation or are necessary in the interest 
of national defense. Projects underway 
may be completed. 

Minor relocation or renumbering of 
aids shall be deferred, if possible. Stand- 
ardization programs affecting type and 
characteristics are to be deferred for 
accomplishment until a later date. 
Finally, requests for extensive, essential 
changes shall be conditioned on as much 
as a 6-month grace period so that these 
changes may be coordinated with charting 
agencies. 


“Radioman First’”’ Course 


Revised, Ready for Issue 

The Coast Guard Institute announced 
that the latest course to be revised in the 
Institute’s continuing revision program is 
“Radioman First.” It was immediately 
made available for issue. This is the 
first rating course to be issued the con- 
tents of which are entirely professional. 

Until such time as the mandatory pre- 
requisite, “Military Requirements Course, 
PO1,”’ has been completed, this require- 
ment will be waived. 
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Royal Canadian Air Force 
Compiles 266 Search and 
Rescue Missions in Year 


The Royal Canadian Air Force, charged 
with the coordination and supervision of 
search and rescue in Canada, completed 
266 operations in the year ending 31 
March 1950 with a total elapsed air time 
of 3,783 hours 35 minutes. 

According to the report of Squadron 
Leader S. R. Miller, assigned to RCAF 
Headquarters at Ottawa, Ontario, this 
record included only cases in which 
RCAF air or marine craft took an active 
part. Excluded were numerous instances 
of coordination or such activity as 
searches for unreported aircraft. Cases 
involved aircraft distress totaled 42; ma- 


rine distress, 34; mercy flight, 165; and 
missing persons and miscellaneous. 25. 


The RCAF search and rescue services 
are similar to those provided by the Coast 
Guard, which with the United States Air 
Force maintains close liaison with the 
RCAF and occasionally exchanges mn- 
tual assistance. 

The present Canadian search and res- 
cue organization was inaugurated 10 Jan- 
uary 1947, by direction of the Cabinet 
Defence Committee. The RCAF was des- 
ignated chairman of an interdepartmen- 
tal committee composed of representa- 
tives of the Department of National De- 
fence, Department of Fisheries, Depart- 
ment of Justice and Department of ‘Trans- 
port. Primary role of the service is to 
provide aid to aircraft in distress within 
the continental limits of Canada and ap- 
proaches thereto; the secondary role is 
“the provision of aid in any necessary 
circumstance, particularly in regard to 
shipping in distress in Canadian waters.” 

Canada and its approaches have been 
divided into five search and rescue areas 
(Atlantic, Eastern, Central, Western, and 
Pacific), each of which is the responsibil- 
ity of a group or command headquarters. 
A rescue coordination center 
lished at each headquarters, complete 
with wall maps, plotting boards and 
special communication equipment. Larg- 
est and active centers are at 
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Vancouver and Halifax, which have 
ternational commitments and thus m 
be manned full time. 

At the time of the Miller report, 34 a 
craft specially equipped for search ar 
rescue were based in various sections « 
the country. Types included the Lai 
easter, Canso, Dakota (ski-wheel), Norse- 
man (ski, wheels, floats) and helicopter 
In addition, regular RCAF aircraft may 
be used in large searches. 

Each unit possesses items a 
droppable containers, dinghy equipme! 
and medical kits, plus portable radios, 
emergency rations and large stocks of 
special clothing and survival equipment. 

In addition to the air crew, search and 
rescue units are responsible for the train- 
ing of other personnel. Ground search 
and rescue parties are made up of trained 
volunteers who are qualified to proceed 
overland, perform rudimentary first-aid 
and live in the bush in all kinds of 
weather for extended periods. Rescue 
units also include para-rescue teams, 
sisting of two to four men, who 
trained in jumping, first-aid, bush 
vival and care of safety equipment. 

High-speed rescue launches, capable of 
46 knots, are based at Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia, and Patricia Bay, British Colum- 
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bia, and crashboats are in use at Goose | 


Bay, Trenton, and Patricia Bay. 


A ice . | 
To facilitate the movement of search 


and rescue aircraft, equipment and per- 
sonnel across the International Boundary 
in either direction, a customs and immi- 
gration bilateral agreement eliminates 
the usual customs and immigration pro- 
cedures. The rescue coordination center 
in charge of any given operation simply 
notifies the appropriate customs and im- 
migration officers of the details and no 
further action is necessary. 

The best example of international co- 
operation was exhibited slightly over a 
year 
lost while on a flight from Alaska to Great 
Falls, Mont. Aircraft of both countries 
were up 3,0644%4 hours and the search 
covered 1,214,115 square miles. Thirty- 
two agencies participated. During the 
first 244 weeks of search only 2 days pro- 
vided good weather. 








ago when a USAF C—54 was reported , 
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SONS FOLLOW FATHERS’ FOOTSTEPS, ENLIST IN SERVICE 


The Coast Guard must be a good service when sons voluntarily follow dads and sign 


on the well-known dotted line. 


Left to right, Wendelin S. Sonntag, 19, is congratu- 


lated by his father, CHPCLK W. B. Sonntag, while John H. Voigt, II, 19, is compli- 


mented likewise by QMC J. 
training at Alameda, Calif. 


H. Voigt before entraining at Miami for recruit 
A couple of days later CAPT George E. McCabe, 


commander of the Seventh District, swore in his 19-year-old, George, Jr., and gave 
him best wishes for a similar journey to Cape May, N. J. 


2 Are Thanked for Work 
In Benevolence Disaster 


Letters of appreciation have gone to 
LT D. J. Mathieu and HMC Ollie Bonine 
from Headquarters for their contribution 
when the Hospital Ship Benevolence sank 
in August 1950 off San Francisco. 

LT Mathieu was the controller on duty 
at the Rescue and Coordination Center 
when the first news of the tragedy was 
received. His correct analysis of the 
situation and alerting of all ready boats, 
surface craft, Service units, military and 
civilian agencies was credited with sav- 
ing many lives. 


HMC Bonine, aboard the Gresham, 


worked unceasingly through the night to 
administer to 32 survivors, treating all 
for acute shock and giving blood plasma 
and morphia to many. This act was 
termed “far in excess” of duties normally 
performed by his rating. 


A Service crashboat from South San 
Francisco, with a helicopter hovering 
overhead, rescued seven duck hunters 
trapped in offshore blinds and then re- 
floated a racing craft aground on a mud 
flat with a crew of three. All victims 
had been trapped by rough waves. The 
craft was the Peer Gynt, a two-time win- 
ner of the Tasman Sea cup races off 
Australia. 
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ILLINOIS WATERWAY ICE SO THICK BARGES MUST BE PULLED 
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There was real weather along the Illinois Waterway last month, where three Coast 
Guard-sponsored icebreakers were on 24-hour duty to clear a path through heavy 


ice and thus facilitate an adequate supply of fuel oil to residents of Chicago. 


Here 


the skipper of the [Illini (foreground) had to reverse the customary procedure, 


pulling the barges instead of pushing. 





New Chapel Cornerstone 
Will Be Laid Next June 


The cornerstone of the Memorial 
Chapel at the Coast Guard Academy, New 
London, Conn., will be laid during grad- 
uation week this year. Ground was 
broken for the construction 1 March. 

The successful bidder on the $468,700 
construction project, James King & Son, 
Inc., of New York City, executed all re- 
quired contract documents and was is- 
sued formal notice to proceed. Several 
subcontracts were placed soon thereafter. 

Three hundred and sixty days are al- 
lowed for completion. The contractor re- 
ported he anticipated no unusual prob- 
lems in obtaining necessary labor, but 





that some difficulty had been encountered 
in gathering certain materials to meet 
specifications. 


Cheers for Recruits? 


A youthful resident of Lakewood, 
N. J., has seriously urged the Coast Guard 
to take to the airways and publicize re- 
cruiting with a stock “cheer.” 

“Here is a cheer I thought of,” he 
wrote, “to get more men to enlist. It is 
yelled like a football cheer, and would 
probably sound best if advertised on the 
radio. Spell out Coast Guard once. 
Then, ‘Coast Guard, Coast Guard, join 
up now or enlist now.’ ” 

Headquarters had no immediate com- 
ment on the proposal. 
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Hospital Corpsman, 28, 
Finds Service Helps Him 


Pursue Artist’s Career 


Although careful to point out that 
painting is only his avocation—being a 
Coast Guardsman comes first—Hospital 
Corpsman First Class Leon Sanna of the 


“Twelfth District is using his spare time 


to prove a man can have two careers, 
and follow both well. 

Sanna, who was born in Brooklyn, be- 
gan sketehing and painting almost before 
he learned to walk. He began to take 
this talent seriously in 1935, when he 
entered a state contest in New York and 
took first prize with a painting on burlap 
depiciting the Pilgrims landing on Ply- 
mouth Rock. For several years this 
painting was on display in the New York 
Military Academy at Cornwall, N. Y. 

Two years of WPA training followed 
in Brooklyn. Later he attended the 
world famous Pratt Institute. 

He enlisted in the Navy just before 
World War II to become a pharmacist 
mate. Though not regularly assigned as 
a combat artist during some 42 months 
in the South Pacific, he took every op- 
portunity to sketch the Navy at war dur- 
ing operations in the Solomons, at Oki- 
nawa, and Japan. 

He was discharged in 1946, operated 
a clothing business for a year, then re- 
turned to the Navy as an active reservist. 
While stationed at Clifton, N. J., his 
work was brought to the attention of 
Leo Quanchi, recognized in the East as 
one of the leading exponents on modern- 
ism in art. 

Sanna enlisted in the Coast Guard on 
1 July 1949, because “here I have a 
career and security and can devote all 
my spare time to art, and can capture 
the right mood for my work.” 

Sanna’s record of successes included 
the following exhibitions: The New York 
exhibit of 1935; Nation-wide honorable 
mention in 1938 for soap sculpture, his 
“The Scrubwoman” being exhibited in 
Philadelphia ; “Concerto No. 2” at display 
at the New Orleans Art Fair in 1947; 
“Slaughter On 10th Avenue” at the Los 
Angeles Museum of Art in 1949, and his 


“Fisherman’s Wharf” and “Kanaka With 
Coconut Hat” at the San Francisco Art 
Festival in December 1950. 

Sanna last year designed and built the 
Twelfth District’s float, which has been 
entered in a dozen parades and has won 
at least two prizes. , 

He estimated he has completed more 
than 100 works of art. Sixteen of his 
paintings have been sold. Now he is 
working on an oil painting which will 
point up some phase of Coast Guard flood 
rescue operations. 

Sanna is married and has three chil- 
dren, the oldest of which is four. 


Reserve Enlisted Women 
Uniform Issue Explained 


New instructions have been given out 
concerning the issue of clothing in kind, 
or payment in cash allowance, to enlisted 
women of the Reserve. 

The amount of issue, either in kind or 
cash, depends upon the training status 
of the individual. One first reporting 
for training duty and unassigned to an 
Organized unit may receive up to $38.05. 
One attached to an Organized unit in a 
drill pay status is allocated a maximum 
of $91.60. Provision is made for the un- 
attached enlisted woman to draw the dif- 
ference when she goes into a drill pay 
status. The allowance is qualified in all 
cases by any previous clothing issue. 

All items of clothing will be issued on 
a nonreturnable basis with the excep 
tion of raincoats and hoods, which are 
considered Government property. The 
eash allowance is authorized when cloth- 
ing must be obtained at the nearest Naval 
activity stocking such items. 

The $38.05 allowance includes two 
caps, coat, skirt, necktie, two shirts, and 
two dresses. The $91.60 allowance in- 
cludes two caps, coat, two pair of gloves, 
handbag, necktie, raincoat with hood, 
two shirts, skirt, two dresses and one 
pair of shoes. 





It is estimated there are 53,166 lighted 
aids to navigation and fog signals 
throughout the world, of which the United 
States supplies 14,784. 
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Coast Guard Is Willing 
To Help Man Who Helps 
Self, Boat Owners Told 


The Service takes the view that its 
moral limitations in carrying out a safety 
program are in ratio to the willingness 
of the individual to help himself, or 
“self-regulation,” the Commandant, 
VADM Merlin O'Neill, recently informed 
the delegates attending the annual Na- 
tional Motor Boat Show in New York 
City. 

The Commandant’s address was de- 
livered by RADM H. C. Shepheard, chief 
of the Office of Merchant Marine Safety, 
when the former was unable to keep his 
speaking engagement. Listeners included 
representatives of the industry, under- 
writers, pleasure boat owners and boat- 
ing enthusiasts. 

“The problem of safety is a deceptive 
one,” said the Commandant. “It is as 
easy to plead for safety as it is to con- 
demn sin, because everybody is for safety. 
On too many occasions, however, safety 
is what the ‘other fellow’ should learn 
and follow, and that is where the blame 
too often is directed. Safety, as we all 
know, is an all hands job. 

“We believe in self-regulation because 
true safety begins with the individual 
himself. If he knows what to do and 
plans it, and does it with a feeling of 
conviction, even if only self-interest is 
involved, then the problem becomes just 
a matter of collective voluntary compli- 
ance. This is a far better approach than 
a policing which penalizes, but does not 
educate,” he asserted. 

Pleasure boating is no small industry, 
the boat owners were told. Last year 
there were more than 455,000 numbered 
boats on record, estimated as approxi- 
mately half of the boats in operation. 
“The ramifications of all this movement,” 
said Adm. O'Neill, “particularly in con- 
centrated times and areas, and how these 
boats are equipped, maintained and op- 
erated, is something to think about.” 

In 1950, the speaker reported, the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary made more than 15,000 
courtesy inspections. The regular Coast 
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Guard boarded 11,000 more for routine 
checks. Cases in which penalties were 
assessed exceeded 3,000. In the mean- 
time, casualties due to carelessness and 
neglect continued to increase, with 203 
deaths being recorded in 1950 as com- 
pared to 153 fatalities in 1949 and 90 
deaths in 1948. 

“Because it is becoming more difficult 
for us to meet the increasing number of 
emergencies, distress calls and disasters,” 
Adm. O’Neill explained, “we must turn 
to the boatman himself to share this 
growing responsibility. Only with your 
help in spreading the gospel of self regu- 
lation and common sense safety will we 
be able to halt this growing record of 
needless death and destruction.” 

In conclusion, after congratulating the 
members for inaugurating a code of min- 
imum safety requirements for pleasure 
boats, the Commandant praised boating 
interests “who think progressively, co- 
operate instinctively and, in the matter 
ot small boat operation, do not confuse 
liberty with license.” 


Helicopter Saves 1 of 6 
When Vessel Overturns 


A Coast Guard helicopter pilot saved 
a fisherman in a dramatic rescue off San 
Francisco, although five of his compan- 
ions were drowned. 

The 32-foot fishing vessel Joane over- 
turned in a heavy Pacific surf with her 
crew of six. <A Service helicopter re- 
sponded in time to snatch a 55-year-old 
man from the overturned hull. The res- 
cue was accomplished by Lt. T. J. Hynes 
in full view of 3,000 spectators at the 
nearby Joyland amusement park. 

The boat was returning from a fish- 
tagging expedition for the State Game 
Commission. 


The Comptroller General has ruled that 
the time intervening between 28 January 
1927 and 8 March 1927, the dates on 
which the Coast Guard Academy class of 
1927 was graduated and then commis- 
sioned, may not be construed as “de 
facto” commissioned service under the 
Career Compensation Act of 1949. 
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Bert C. Pouncey Elected 
Commodore of Auxiliary 


Bert C. Pouncey, Jr. (above), commo- 
dore of the Second District Auxiliary 
and a resident of Hughes, Ark., has been 
elected as the first national commodore 
of the Coast Guard Auxiliary. He will 
represent all Auxiliary district com- 
modores as the civilian counterpart of 
Capt. N. S. Fulford, Auxiliary director. 

Pouncey served in the Temporary Re- 
serve during World War II. Previously 
he was a reserve lieutenant in the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

He owns and operates a 3-200-acre cot- 
ton farm at Hughes, southwest of Mem- 
phis, Tenn. He is a member of the 
Memphis Yacht Club and owns a 46-foot 
Matthews, the Anoka. He was graduated 
from Carnegie Tech with a B. S. degree 
in commercial engineering. 

The 41-year-old Auxiliary chief is a 
past district governor of Rotary Inter- 
national, is president of the Hughes 
school board and chairman of the board 
of directors of the Planters National 
Bank in Hughes. 

He is married and has two sons, aged 
16 and 9. 


"52 Budget Justification 
Indicates Kind, Amount 
Of Service Workloads 


Selected workload statistics compiled 
by the Coast Guard to justify its 1952 
budget estimates are an accurate indica- 
tion of the kind and amount of perform- 
ance by the Service. 

During the fiscal year ending 30 June 
1950, for example, the Coast Guard res- 
cued or saved the lives of 7,619 persons 
and participated in 10,440 assistance 
cases. Vessels refloated totaled 1,929, 
and 4,334 vessels were towed to port. 

Boarding of vessels and examination of 
papers totaled 20,137, and 3,367 were 
reported for violations. 

Marine officer licenses were issued to 
31,620 persons. Seaman documents and 
certificates were issued to 41,866. The 
number of crews signed on and off were 
reported at 13,774. 

Investigations of marine casualties dur- 
ing the 1950 fiscal year added up to 2,239. 

Annual inspections of vessels were 
listed at 14,164. Nearly 13,400 reviews 
were made of vessels’ plans and blue- 
prints. Items of marine equipment in- 
spected at factories amounted to 439,897. 
The registration of undocumented boats 
totaled 452,327. 

In the operation of its aids to naviga- 
tion program, the Coast Guard during 
the fiscal year operated 37 lightships, in- 
cluding relief vessels Manned lights, 
radiobeacons, and fog signals totaled 519. 
The number of unmanned shore aids was 
reported as 14,791. Buoys totaled 22,843. 
The Service also operated 29 Loran trans- 
mitting stations. 

In its ocean station program the Coast 
Guard maintained 8% stations, which 
turned in 56,456 ocean weather reports 
and made 19,660 airplane contracts in 
addition to other duties. 





The discharge of enlisted personnel be- 
cause of enlistment expiration now is 
conditioned on their willingness to reen- 
list or enlist in the Volunteer Reserve. 
Otherwise, their enlistments will be ex- 
tended involuntarily 1 year. 
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Evans’ History of USCG 
Translated by Japanese 


Capt. Stephen H. Evans, assigned to 
the Office of Operations, Headquarters, 
and author of the history, “The United 
States Coast Guard 1790-1915" has been 
informed that the book has been trans- 
lated by the Japanese Maritime Safety 
Agency. The book was published about 
a year ago. 

The translation was ordered by Direc- 
tor Takeo ‘Okubo, position is 
analogous to that of the Commandant, 
and distribution was made only to agency 
officers and cadets attending the Mari- 
time Safety Academy. It is understood 
the text was followed faithfully, even 
including the dedication. 

Okubo has announced he will come to 
the United States soon for several months’ 


whose 


study of Coast Guard methods. 


Reservists Encouraged 
To Apply for AD Training 


A number of billets are open for offi- 
cer and enlisted reservists in various 
reserve training categories both ashore 
and afloat, including aviation. Head- 
quarters therefore is described as “par- 
ticularly anxious” that all reservists re- 
quest information from their respective 
District commanders and make applica- 
tion for suitable duty. 

One of the duties which 
enough has been overlooked by many is 
12 days’ active duty in aviation, training 
in which provides an opportunity to ac- 
quire flight time and become familiar 
with current changes in aviation practice. 

For officers qualified in certain special- 
ties there are many opportunities for 
training at District offices in eommunica- 
tions, finance and supply, engineering, 
merchant marine inspection, recruiting 
and personnel procurement. 

At least five Naval facilities and one 
Army training school are available and 
well suited for the training of Coast 
Guard Reservists, Headquarters pointed 
out. 

What has been called one of the most 
practical of all 2-week training assign- 


strangely 
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ments is the Fire Fighting and Damage 
Control schools at Norfolk and Treasure 
Island. Reservists who have attended 
this course have been “most outspoken” 
in praise of it. Reservists assigned to 
port security training units are urged to 
include this instruction. 

The Instructor Training School at 
Brooklyn, N. Y., is suitable for any re- 
serve officer planning to conduct lectures 
Organized or Volunteer units. 

The Radiological and Chemical War- 
fare School at Edgewood Arsenal is prov- 
ing popular with many officers, who have 
found the course contains a wealth of 
interesting, essential and current mili- 
tary information. The basic requirement 
for assignment to this 2 weeks’ duty is 
the completion of the Naval correspond- 
ence course in nuclear physics or an 
equivalent college course in physics. 

For officers who have had sea duty 
assignments in gunnery or ordnance, a 
refresher course in antiaircraft gunnery 
and fire control systems is being con- 
ducted at Newport, R. I., Norfolk, Va., 
San Diego, Calif., and Pearl Harbor, 
T. H. A second course for gunnery di- 
rector also is available at Dam Neck, Va., 
for both officers and enlisted men who 
have had some sea duty. A course in 
antisubmarine warfare is being offered 
at San Diego and Key West, Fla. 

Enlisted reservists ure advised that 
ratings in ET, GM, SO, and RD are par- 
ticularly desired. 


MacDiarmid and Erickson 
Are Reappointed by NACA 


The National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics, Washington, D. C., has an- 
nounced the reappointment of two Coast 
Guard officers as members of technical 


subcommittees. 

Capt. Donald B. MacDiarmid was re- 
named to the subcommittee on seaplanes, 
and Cdr. Frank A. Erickson was assigned 
again to helicopters. 

Members of the NACA’s 27 technical 
committees and subcommittees are se- 
lected on the basis of technical ability, 
experience and recognized leadership in a 
special field. 











